
PRESIDENT’S LETTER

Attention! We are currently 
experiencing technical difficulties. 
Please stay tuned! 

The bad news is that finding a 
newsletter editor has proven to be  
more difficult than we had hoped. 

The good news is that with our 
wonderful new website up and 
running, this may not be such a big 
problem. We will still need someone to 
organize our articles and photos, but 
we can let the membership know of 
announcements through email, on the 
website, and on Facebook. 

Yes, this means it will be critical that 
we have an email address for you 
that is up to date, and that you are 
able to access a computer. Right now 
members can log in to our website 
and update their contact information 
and even include their own website. 
Directory information is accessible and 
we will not have to print and mail those 
directories, which become obsolete 
within a short time. (We could only 
afford that huge expense once every 
few years, anyway.) 

Newsletters following this one will be 
emailed and posted on the website. 
Members without email will still receive 
the newsletter through “snail mail.”

So, we are asking two things: 

1. Make sure we have your current 
email address.

2. Volunteer to be the new editor of the 
Half/Sheet newsletter!

Huge thanks go out to Jane 
McGovern, Jane James and Siv 
Spurgeon  for getting the entries in 
order for the 113th Annual Exhibition 
at West Chester University this fall 
and keeping all the records straight. 

The Artists Circle

Cheryl Schlenker, President Siv Spurgeon, Interim Editor

Autumn 2013

ANNUAL MEMBERS’ MEETING FEATURING SARAH YEOMAN

Following a brief business meeting, we will enjoy a watercolor demonstration by Sarah 
Yeoman, an award-wining American watercolor artist 
and a signature member of the Philadelphia Water Color 
Society. 

Sarah’s mastery of reflections, unique surface layers 
and unusual perspective clearly sets her apart from the 
crowd. She describes her artistic process as “sculpting 
and pulling the form out of the paper,” much as a sculp-
ture releases the form from the marble. Her imaginative 
and unusual perspective frames her work with the deep-
est ability to project how she sees the world, formed by 
shadow and light. 

Her mastery of watercolor deepens the story and inti-
macy of her work, as the resulting texture, color shifts, 
and granulation reveal the warm feeling of light as well 
as the whispers of light air. As she minimizes detail, the abstract shapes and surface of 
the paper reveal her deep connection with the process. She is recognized for her com-
mand of light narrative and strength of story. You may enjoy seeing some of Sarah’s 
techniques on YouTube in anticipation of her demonstration at the meeting.

Sarah will also discuss the uses and benefits of Social Networking, and how that inter-
action has helped her in her career.

Date: Sunday, September 22, 2013, 1:00 PM
Place: Community Arts Center 
 414 Plush Mill Road, Wallingford, PA 19086
 610.566.1713
 www.communityartscenter.org
 

See a separate article elsewhere in 
the newsletter regarding some of the 
issues they continue to deal with while 
handling entries for our exhibitions.

Just this morning our juror of selection 
(Donna Zagotta) let me know that 
she has mailed us the list of artists 
selected for the exhibit. She said she 
was impressed with the creativity of 
the collection and feels the show will 
be strong. I got to see all the entries 
and I did not envy her task. We can’t 
wait to see the results of her work!

At our annual Members’ Meeting 
on September 22nd, which will 

include Sarah Yeoman’s watercolor 
demonstration (go to YouTube.com 
and look for syeoman1452), we will 
also have some gifts for you! These 
include a special paintbrush from 
Dynasty and some old (antique?) 
posters from our archives. Quantities 
are limited, so be sure to be among the 
first to arrive. And don’t forget to fill out 
your ballots!

Have a wonderful and productive end 
of summer. It will be my privilege and 
honor to see you at the events planned 
this fall!

Cheryl Schlenker

http://www.communityartscenter.org
http://www.youtube.com


PWCS AT AWS

The following PWCS members had 
work accepted in American Watercolor 
Society’s 146th International 
Exhibition, April 2013:

Nancy Barch AWS
Anna Bellenger
Denny Bond
Sy Ellens
Jean K. Gill AWS
Antonio Masi AWS •••
Laurin McCracken AWS
James McFarlane AWS •••
Charles McVicker AWS
Eileen Mueller Neil
Nanette Noone
Catherine P. O’Neill AWS
Carole Pickle AWS •••
Diane Schmidt AWS •••
George M. Schoonover
Dorla Dean Slider AWS
Francis Smith
Siv Spurgeon
E. Jane Stoddard
Susannah Hart Thomer AWS
Frank Webb AWS •••
Barbara Yoerg •••

••• Denotes award winner

Special congratulations go to 
Susannah Hart Thomer, new AWS 
Signature Member

JANE JAMES RETIRES

After at least 9 years of enthusiastic 
and thoughtful service, Jane James 
is retiring from the PWCS Board of 
Directors. She has been an invaluable 
aid in producing the newsletters and 
catalogs, in preparing the entries for 
the jurors, and in just about anything 
that required the use of computers. 
She has always jumped in to volunteer 
help and has mentored many aspiring 
watercolorists. She promises to 
continue to help out, and we look 
forward to seeing the success of her 
future endeavors.

NEW SIGNATURE MEMBERS

Anna Bellenger
Gwynn Walker DiPilla
Terry Evers
Karen Frattali
Diane Greenberg
Jane James
Robert Jenkins
Rebecca Postell

Signature Membership Certificates will 
be presented at the Awards Reception 
on Saturday, October 5, 2013.

Terry Boyle, Publicity

Katherine Van Dell, our hostess, with 
PWCS President Cheryl Schlenker

Melissa Geller, Freeman Marketing 
Manager and Don Leong, 113th Exhi-
bition Co-Chair

Annie Strack, Facebook 

Madeleine Kelly with Mom Jane Mc-
Govern, Exhibition Entry Receiver

Siv Spurgeon, Membership and 
Interim Newsletter Editor

Deena Ball, Site Selection, with Treasurer 
Dee Casner

Dorothy Flanagan, Corresponding 
Secretary, with Ardyth Sobyak

FREEMAN’S HOSTS BOARD MEMBER EXHIBITION

The Wayne offices of Freeman’s Auctioneers and Appraisers hosted an exhibit of 
PWCS Board Members’ work in July, 2013. 



VOLUNTEER “WANT AD”

There is an immediate opening for 
Editor of the Half/Sheet newsletter. 
Published three times a year, the 
job entails receiving and organizing 
member news, articles, photos, and 
calendar of events, and forwarding fin-
ished newsletter as PDF file to printer 
and webmaster for publication. 

If interested, please contact Cheryl 
Schlenker at pwcsociety@gmail.com 
for more details.

CALL FOR ENTRIES

Baker Industries, a non-profit 
organization that makes a difference 
in the lives of people in our area, 
is hosting an Artisan Fair. The 20% 
commission on sales will benefit 
Baker Industries’ work rehabilitation 
programs serving adults with physical 
and intellectual disabilities, recovering 
substance abusers, individuals on 
parole or probation, and the homeless.

For a complete prospectus log onto  
www.bakerindustries.org. Electronic 
entry deadline is September 15.

DETAILS, DETAILS, DETAILS
Submitted by Jane McGovern

Below are some of the problems we 
encountered when receiving the 113th 
Anniversary Exhibit entries:

• Out of 329 entries about 6 CDs were 
unreadable or empty.

• Several digital entries did not have 
the correct DPI resolution or pixels 
as specified in the prospectus.

• Some entries were too small.  Size 
restriction in bold capital letters read 
“Minimum image size is 100 square 
inches.” 

• Under the heading “CHECK LIST 
BEFORE MAILING” was an item 
“#10 SASE with Proper Postage.”  
More than a dozen entries did not 
include an envelope.

• More than 40 artists did not stamp 
their envelopes. 

Please read your prospectus carefully!  
These details are important for the 
process to be streamlined and for your 
chances of having your work accepted 
to be maximized.

100 ARTISTS HELPING ARTISTS 
PRESERVE THE HOWARD PYLE 
STUDIOS

A fund raising event is being held 
in support of the preservation and 
continued maintenance of the 135 year 
old buildings that comprise the Howard 
Pyle Studios, home of The Studio 
Group, Inc., in Wilmington, Delaware.

Event Location: Twin Lakes Brewery
4210 Kennett Pike  Greenville, DE 

Saturday September 14: 11 am - 4 pm
Sunday September 15: 12 noon - 4 pm
Admission: $10.00

• Clothes Line Exhibition featuring 
work by 100 Regional Artists

• Silent Auction
•  Raffle of original work by Frolic 
 Weymouth and Tubby Raymond
• Free beer tasting
• Complimentary wine

Tell all your friends! Great Art and a 
One-of-a-Kind Fantastic Raffle!

SIGNATURE MEMBER NEWS

The August issue of “Watercolor Art-
ist” featured two Philadelphia Water 
Color Society members.  Antonio 
Masi’s painting “Cables - Manhattan 
Bridge” is on the cover and a full article 
discussing many of his bridge paint-
ings appears on page 23. The August 
Creativity Workshop features a step 
by step article about adding texture to 
watercolor by Deena S. Ball.

Ardythe Jolliff won 2nd place in the 
Professional Category at the Lancaster 
Art Association Spring Show and her 
painting entitled “Fanfare” was accept-
ed in their 2013 National Juried Show. 
She received an Honorable Mention 
in the PVW Spring Show, held at 
Green Spring Gardens in  Alexandria 
VA.  She also had paintings accepted 
in the Baltimore Watercolor Society’s 
2013 Mid-Atlantic Regional Watercolor 
Exhibition and the 34th PWS National 
Exhibition, where she has also earned 
Signature Membership. 

ASSOCIATE MEMBER NEWS

PWCS member Ann Hart TWSA is 
partnering with “Tuscany, A Journey for 
the Senses, LLC,” to teach a water-
color workshop in Tuscany in May of 
2014. To view Ann’s award-winning 
work and for more details about the 
workshop and logistics go to this link: 
www.annhartsart.com/watercolor-work-
shop-in-tuscany-2014.html

THANK YOU

We are very fortunate to have a gener-
ous membership, a large percentage 
of which give a small catalog donation 
along with their dues payments, adding 
up to a total of $1,285 this past fiscal 
year. Many members also make larger 
donations, sometimes as memorial 
awards, adding up to a total of $1,935 
during this same time period. 

Jerry and Marguerite Lenfest, in sup-
porting our full color catalog produc-
tion, base their generosity on the 
fact that we are able to raise such a 
significant amount from the members 
themselves. Only because of these 
donations are we able to provide not 
only an admirable catalog, but the high 
level of awards and scholarships that 
support the endeavors of artists to 
strive for excellence. 

Thank you for your support of our 
Society!

HELP!

mailto:pwcsociety%40gmail.com?subject=Newsletter%20Editor
http://www.bakerindustries.org
http://www.annhartsart.com/watercolor-workshop-in-tuscany-2014.html
http://www.annhartsart.com/watercolor-workshop-in-tuscany-2014.html


 
 
 PHILADELPHIA WATER COLOR SOCIETY CONTACT INFORMATION

 Cheryl Schlenker, President, 113th Exhibition Co-Chair 610.891.1840
 Jane McGovern, Vice President, Entry Receiver 610.565.6943
 Dorothy Flanagan, Corresponding Secretary 610.566.2029
 Gail Grams, Recording Secretary, 113th Exhibition Co-Chair 610.993.8799
 Dee Casner, Treasurer 610.566.0676
 Deena Ball, Site Selection 610.789.1003
 Terry Boyle, Publicity  484.681.4467
 Don Leong, 113th Exhibition Co-Chair 610.269.7798
 Mick McAndrews, WebMaster 610.518.6960
 Wendy McClatchy  610.353.1213
 Katherine Lofaro Firpo, Education & Outreach 610.667.1033
 Siv Spurgeon, Membership and Interim Newsletter Editor 610.544.1829
 Annie Strack, Facebook 610.925.2815

 PWCS:  general information 215.569.3955
  email pwcsociety@gmail.com
  website www.pwcsociety.org

 Half/Sheet deadlines: July 15 for Fall issue, November 15 for Winter issue and
  March 15 for Spring issue

 Send information to: Siv Spurgeon, Interim Newsletter Editor
  600 North Swarthmore Avenue, Swarthmore, PA 19081 
  pwcsociety@comcast.net

CALENDAR

Members’ Meeting
Sunday, September 22 at 1:00 PM 
Community Arts Center
414 Plush Mills Road, Wallingford, PA

113th Anniversary International 
Exhibition of Works on Paper

West Chester University
E. O. Bull Center for the Arts 
Rosedale Avenue and High Street
West Chester, PA 19383

Shipped works due: August 26–30
Hand delivery: September 7
Show Opens: September 11

Mick McAndrews Demonstration: 
Saturday, September 28, 2:00–4:00 pm

Awards Reception: 
Saturday, October 5, 2:00–5:00 pm

Nancy Barch Gallery Talk:
Wednesday, October 9, 6:30–7:30 pm

Exhibit Closes: October 25
Hand Pick-Up: October 26

120 Sycamore Mills Road, Media, PA 19063
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HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS

Please join me in congratulating 
the following members on their 
new Honorary Life Membership 
Status:

Ann Howes (CA)
Charlotte Huntley
Waihang Lai
James McFarlane (CA)
Philip Zuchman

IN MEMORIAM

Vincent Ceglia (CA)


